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Special Two Course Resort Package with Old Greenwood
by Vic Williams
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More great golf for West Coast travelers, more mountain magic, more reason to carve out a few days this summer and swing into the Sierra with a sweet vengeance.
After three seasons as a fully private club in Truckee, Calif., The Golf Club at Gray’s Crossing will open to the public May 14 as part of a “Two Course Resort Package” in concert with Old Greenwood, the Jack Nicklaus Signature Course right across Interstate 80. It’s a welcome development for fans of the little Sierra town’s already strong resort golf lineup just a few miles north of Lake Tahoe.
The first area effort for the design team of Texas-based Jim Hardy and former PGA Tour star Peter Jacobsen, Gray’s Crossing uses the best qualities of its high mountain valley setting to full effect. Fairways swoop through corridors of pine and fir, skirt rocky canyons and hug ponds and wetlands, with tee box views of surrounding mountains on nearly every hole. Greens are among the fastest in the Northern Sierra, and the bunkering, while plentiful, is less penal than you’ll find at many other modern layouts.
The final stretch at Gray’s Crossing sums up the Jake-Hardy mantra of “challenging but fair.” No. 16 is as mid-length par 3 arranged along one side of gentle high-desert arroyo. At No. 17, which may be the course’s toughest hole, players need to thread a drive through a wide tunnel of trees to leave an approach to an island green of sorts, fronted by a meadow and surrounded by alpine flora to the sides and rear. But it’s the finisher you’ll remember most: A muscular par 5 bisected by a natural wash, with the green set cape-like below the club’s simple clubhouse/pro shop. As with every hole on the course, the key to success comes with placing the tee shot in just the right spot — this is a pure lay-up hole for most, though monster sticks can get there in two.
Old Greenwood proves the perfect complement to Gray’s Crossing, both in atmosphere and design style. The Bear himself opened the course in 2004, and every year since it’s found a spot high on many magazine’s top course lists, including FG’s annual hack-it-ology contest. It carries all the drama of Nicklaus’ best and most well-known efforts, with a closing stretch that is as visually and emotionally engaging as any in the Sierra.
Greens fees at both Gray’s Crossing and Old Greenwood are $185 and include a golf cart and practice balls. Twilight rate is $100. At Gray’s, NCGA members get a 25% break — a perk that should find the course rising high onto most Northern California players’ must-play lists.
Old Greenwood is also the home of The Golf Academy at Old Greenwood, which offers five-day Junior Camps, private and group lessons; one-, two- and three-day schools and customized corporate sessions along with several other lesson options.
www.grayscrossinggolf.com
www.oldgreenwood.com
www.oldgreenwoodgolfacademy.com
www.golfintahoe.com
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Vic Williams is executive editor of Reno, Nev.-based Fairways + Greens magazine, part of the Madavor Media family. He lives in Reno with his wife, two daughters and three dogs. An older son is a specialist in the U.S. Army and a daughter attends the University of Nevada, Reno. He's a lifelong West Coast resident who enjoys golf, writing, reading, music of all genres, movies, the outdoors, cooking and eating. Contact him at 
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